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Archaeological Observation on the Remains of Early Mongolia
Wei Jian

Abstract: The name “Shiwei” first appeared in the 6th century during Eastern Wei period.
In the 7th century during Tang Dynasty, Mongolian ancestors left traces of activity in Wang
Jian River Basin which is the forest-steppe zone on the south bank of Erguna River today, and
Jiutangshu called them “Meng Wu Shiwei”. In recent years, archaeologists have discovered
a number of remains of Meng Wu Shiwei and the early Mongol Empire, and the related sites
include: West Uzhur Site and Cemetery, Qi Qian Site, Cher Tara Site and Cemetery in Argun
River Basin (Hulun Buir, China), and Agu Laga Site in Kherlen River Basin (Ao Lun Su
Mu, Mongolia). The remains discovered in Hulun Buir of Meng Wu Shiwei reflect much of
consistency in the archaeological culture. Among them, West Uzhur Site and Cemetery is the
representative for the period from the 7th to the 8th century, Cher Tara Site and Cemetery is
the representative for the period from the 9th to the 10th century, and the early remains of Agu
Laga Site which locates on the north bank of Kherlen River, may reflect the history of the early
Mongol Empire.

Key word: Meng Wu Shiwei; Mongolia; the early remains; archaeology



