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ABSTRACT: Through the analysis of five aspects of the tomb M3 at Shigushan , this paper argues that the tomb should
date to the early King Kang period. The author suggests that the burial system, funeral customs, and assemblages of burial
goods all demonstrate a style strongly associated with the group of Xitu (Western Territory). The occupant of this tomb
should have a high social status, only one grade lower than the marquis level. More interestingly, the emblems on the bronzes
show that the ethnic affiliation of the occupant was quite complicated. Based on the spatial distribution of material culture,
the author proposes that the distribution of the joint-lobed /i-tripods represents the moving patterns of their users towards Zhou
people’s home territory, while the community using divided-lobed /i-tripods moved eastward to the Guandong region. Through
a comparative study, this paper suggests that the Terminus Ante Quem of the Xiaomintun bronze foundry dates to the Early
Western Zhou period and might have been used to serve the high-elites belonging to the Xitu group. Finally, the author argues

that this tomb shows the prototype of the system using sets of gui vessels, which is the major characteristic of the Xitu group.
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