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ABSTRACT:Bronze zAr-cup is a kind of important wine vessel popular mainly in the late Shang through
the early Western Zhou Dynasty. Based on the analysis on the distribution of the bronze zA/-cups and their
regional characteristics, this paper confirmed that the bronze zA/-cup was peculiar to the Shang Culture
with its distribution features, and then discussed the changes of the territories of the Shang and Zhou realms
reflected by this distribution features, and finally summarized its significances on the chronology and
periodization and the division of the Shang and Zhou Dynasties.
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