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STUDIES ON THE EARLY KHITAN BURIALS

by
Bi Deguang Wei Jian

Khitan is an important nomadic ethnic group in ancient China; it created splendid ethnic
culture and made profound influences to the vast northern China during the medieval period
and becomes an important front of the researches on the histories and archaeology of the
ancient ethnic groups in northern China since the 1900s. Great achievements have been got
on the research field of archaeological culture of the Khitan ethnic group. However, the fo-
cus of the researches was on the remains of the archaeological culture of the Khitan ethnic
group of the Liao Dynasty but that on the remains including the burials of the Khitan ethnic
group before the founding of the Liao Dynasty was relatively weak. To date, the main dis-
coveries of the remains of the archaeological culture of the Khitan ethnic group before the Li-
ao Dynasty are burials and the artifacts unearthed from them. In this paper, the Khitan bur-
ials before the founding of the Liao Dynasty are called “the early Khitan burials. ” The early
Khitan burials are mainly distributed in southeastern Inner Mongolia and western Liaoning,
while from the burials of the Tang Dynasty found in Hulun Buir, Inner Mongolia and
Daqing., Heilongjiang, the pottery wares with Khitan style were also unearthed. The early
Khitan burials included vertical earthen shaft pit tombs, stone cist tombs, brick-chamber
tombs, stone-chamber tombs, etc. , the burial positions included inhumation and cremation
burials and the grave goods were pottery and porcelain wares, iron and bronze wares, stone
and bone implements, etc. , and the pottery wares were the main category, the decors of
which were mainly comb-impressed dots and the main assemblage was jar and pot. This pa-
per made typological analysis to the pottery wares unearthed from these early Khitan buri-
als, based on which these burials are divided into the early and late phases; moreover, this
paper summarized the basic cultural characteristics of the burials of each phase and explored
the types, origins and developments and evolutions of the early Khitan burials with the ref-

erences of the records in the relevant historic literature.
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