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A New Perspective on the Study of Prehistoric Arts
CHEN Ji-ling'? CHEN Sheng—qian’

(1. School of the Arts, Renmin University of China, Beijing, 100872;
2. School of History, Renmin University of China, Beijing, 100872)

Abstract: To study prehistoric arts is an effective way to explore the ancient societies particularly their
spiritual aspect. The methodology and approaches of such studies, however, are rarely discussed in China.
Among others structuralism and Shamanism are two most influential theories with which previous studies on
Paleolithic arts have been approached. These approaches cover a range of layers, perspectives and applica-

tions, and may be integrated into a contextual approach that this article is presenting. Some of our researches

have proved the effectiveness of this perspective.

Key words: Prehistoric arts; methodology; structuralism; formal analysis; contextual approach
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